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The  report  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society  for 
1890-91  is  of  steady  work,  always  interesting  to  those 
engaged  in  it,  not  of  striking  incidents  claiming  general 
attention.  With  the  hope  of  interesting  new  friends  in  the 
simple  story,  it  is  introduced  by  a  retrospect  familiar  to  all 
old  friends. 

The  present  society,  growing  out  of  an  earlier  one,  was 
formed  in  1874,  under  the  name  of  The  Jamaica  Plain 
Employment  and  Temporary  Relief  Society.  *  Its  aim  is  to 
help  the  poor  to  help  themselves,  finding  work,  if  possible, 
for  those  able  to  do  it,  and  giving  direct  relief  only  in  ill¬ 
ness  or  circumstances  of  special  need.  Each  year  those 
engaged  in  this  work  realize  more  fully  that  the  greatest 
need  of  the  poor  is  lk  not  alms,  but  a  friend,”  and  that  only 
by  a  friend  can  material  aid  be  wisely  given.  In  order  to 
emphasize  this  view  of  its  work,  the  name  of  the  soci¬ 
ety  was  changed,  in  1884,  to  The  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly 
Society. 

Our  society  is  older  than  the  Associated  Charities  of 
Boston,  and  independent  of  that  organization.  We  send 
regular  reports,  however,  to  its  central  office,  and,  receiving 
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much  useful  information  from  its  records,  we  gladly  contrib¬ 
ute  annually  to  the  expense  of  this  valuable  registration, 
We  are  in  sympathy  with  modern  thought  in  regard  to 
charitable  work,  but  our  methods  differ  somewhat  from 
those  of  the  Associated  Charities,  as  the  problems  we  are 
trying  to  solve,  in  our  outlying  portion  of  the  city,  are  not 
the  same  which  are  encountered  in  more  crowded  districts. 

The  Friendly  Society  is  not  endowed,  and  its  support 
depends  entirely  upon  annual  contributions  collected  by 
solicitors.  Persons  in  need  are  cared  for  without  distinc¬ 
tion  of  race  or  religion,  and  the  means  for  this  work  are 
supplied  by  financial  aid  and  willing  workers  from  all  the 
churches  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

Each  year  the  increase  of  population  makes  co-opera¬ 
tion  more  essential  to  the  success  of  our  work.  We  greatly 
value  our  frequent  conferences  with  representatives  of  the 
churches.  Several  times  during  the  last  winter  cases  of 
need  were  reported  to  the  society  which  really  belonged, 
not  to  us,  but  to  a  church.  Each  was  referred  to  its 
church,  and  in  every  instance  the  church  gladly  accepted 
the  care  we  resigned  to  it.  In  caring  for  other  families,  we 
work  with  a  church,  and  gain  much  from  consultation  with 
its  visitors.  We  have  always  wished  for  full  co-operation 
with  the  churches,  and  we  venture  to  believe  that  last  win¬ 
ter’s  experience  promises  a  continuous  development  of  this 
relation. 

We  are  always  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  to  the 
physician  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Dispensary,  the  agent  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  the  police.  In  addition  to 
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the  Associated  Charities,  we  are  often  in  communication  with 
other  organizations  not  in  our  immediate  vicinity.  This 
year  we  have  been  greatly  helped  in  unusual  difficulties  by 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Statistics  give  no  idea  of  the  amount  and  variety  of 
the  work  done  by  the  Friendly  Society’s  visitors.  The 
number  of  visits  to  a  family  is  easily  reported,  but  figures 
cannot  measure  the  visitor’s  expenditure  of  time,  thought 
and  strength,  in  many  ways.  In  some  instances  each  indi¬ 
vidual  of  a  family  requires  separate  consideration.  Thus 
the  visitor  may  be  called  upon  to  help,  at  least  by  advice, 
persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  under  the  most  various 
conditions  of  sickness  and  health,  and  visits  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  all  sorts  of  places,  from  the  State  House  to  the 
pawn  shop.  Whatever  good  comes  from  this  work  is 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  our  visitors  try  to  aid  indi¬ 
viduals,  not  a  class.  This  method  has  recently  been  com¬ 
mended  by  the  practical  experience  of  Miss  Octavia  Hill, 
who  writes  of  her  work  in  London :  u  Our  plan  is  for  a 
visitor  to  do  many  kinds  of  things  for  a  few  people,  not  one 
thing  for  many  people.” 

As  we  write  our  report  this  year,  we  are  reminded  of 
our  valued  friend  and  fellow-worker,  Mrs.  Bradley,  who 
died  last  spring  after  many  months’  illness.  It  is  fitting 
that  we  should  speak  here  of  this  noble  woman,  whose  work 
and  influence  have  done  so  much  to  strengthen  and  aid  all 


who  have  had  in  any  way  to  do  with  this  society.  From  its 
beginning,  for  fifteen  years  Mrs.  Bradley  was  our  faithful 
and  efficient  agent.  Her  sympathy  and  interest  in  the  work 
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were  unfailing,  and  her  personal  influence  over  those  who 
came  to  our  room  for  help  or  advice  was  always  strong  and 
helpful.  We  shall  always  be  grateful  for  her  presence  with 
us  for  so  many  years,  and  her  memory  will  ever  be  cherished 
by  all  who  have  worked  by  her  side. 

Our  society  has  had  ninety  applicants  this  year.  Four 
hundred  and  eighty-six  visits  have  been  made  to  fifty-seven 
families.  Eighty  garments  and  fifty-two  pairs  of  boots  and 
rubbers  were  given  away.  Sewing  was  given  to  eighteen 
women,  who  have  made  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
articles,  for  the  City  Hospital  and  the  New  England  Hos¬ 
pital,  for  private  orders  and  our  society’s  use.  Plain  gar¬ 
ments  are  always  for  sale  at  our  room. 

Again  we  express  our  thanks  to  friends  who  have  sent 
us  partly-worn  clothing ;  to  the  Gas  Company  for  its  gift  of 
coke,  and  to  Mr.  Yogel  for  a  box  of  boots  and  shoes. 

Our  room  at  Curtis  Hall  is  open  from  ten  to  one 
o’clock  every  week  day  (Saturdays  and  holidays'  excepted), 
from  the  first  Monday  in  October  to  the  first  Monday  in 
May.  Our  agent,  Miss  L.  T.  Blaikie,  may  always  be  found 
there  during  those  hours,  and  from  eleven  to  twelve  one  of 
the  Case  Committee  is  also  present.  All  persons  wishing 
information  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  society  are  invited 
to  visit  our  room. 

Ellen  C.  Morse. 

Mary  Faulkner. 

S.  J.  French, 

Fannie  M.  Hopkins, 
Eleanor  S.  Parker. 
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Treasurer’s  Report. 

October  8,  1890,  to  October  5,  1891. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year,  ....... 

Subscriptions,  ........ 

Sales,  .......... 

Returned  by  Agent,  ........ 

EXPENDITURES. 

Agent’s  salary, 

Paid  for  provisions  and  milk,  ...... 

“  “  coal,  ......... 

“  “  work,  ........ 

“  “  materials,  ........ 

“  “  boots  and  shoes,  ....... 

“  “  printing,  ........ 

“  “  stationery  and  postage,  , 

Paid  Associated  Charities,  ...... 

Balance  on  hand,  ........ 


.  $307  49 

940  09 
155  66 
3  65 

$1406  89 

.  $270  00 

206  68 
74  50 
240  00 
136  58 
56  31 
28  00 
.9  05 
100  00 
.  285  77 


Respectfully  submitted, 


$1406  89 

E.  W.  CLARK,  Treasurer. 


Auditor’s  Report. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  accounts  of 
E.  W.  Clark,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly 
Society,  from  October  8, 1890,  to  October  5,  1891,  and  that 
the  same  are  correctly  cast,  and  the  payments  thereon  are 
properly  vouched,  and  that  the  Treasurer  charges  himself 
as  of  the  latter  date,  with  a  balance  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents  ($285.77). 

Charles  P.  Bowditch,  Auditor. 

Boston,  October  16,  1891. 
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Officers  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society  for 

1891-92. 

President :  Pev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

Vice-Presidents  :  Mr.  Charles  P.  Bowditch,  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Cumings,  Mrs.  I).  S.  Greenough,  Rev.  William  Bradley, 
Rev.  John  E.  Tuttle,  Dr.  Arthur  P.  Perry. 

Secretary :  Miss  Caroline  E.  Chickering. 

Treasurer:  Mr.  E.  W.  Clark. 

Assistant  Treasurer:  Miss  Mary  Faulkner. 

Executive  Committee :  Dr.  George  Faulkner,  Chair¬ 
man;  Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Wood,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Morse,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Weld. 

Case  Committee. 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Chairman ;  Prince  Street. 

Miss  Mary  Faulkner,  Secretary ;  Greenough  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Austin  B.  French,  Seaverns  Avenue. 

Mrs.  G.  J.  Hopkins,  Park  Place. 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker,  Washington  Street. 

VISITORS. 

Miss  L.  T.  Blaikie,  615  Centre  Street. 

Miss  Anna  J.  Bradley,  Chestnut  Avenue. 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Brigham,  Myrtle  Street. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler,  A  Street,  near  Boylston  Street. 

Miss  C.  E.  Chickering,  615  Centre  Street. 

Miss  Davis,  at  Dr.  Wood’s,  Revere  Street. 

Miss  Mary  Faulkner,  Greenougn  Avenue. 

Miss  Kate  Folsom,  Lakeville  Place. 

Mrs.  Austin  B.  French,  Seaverns  Avenue. 

Mrs.  G.  J.  Hopkins,  Park  Place. 

Miss  E.  E.  Ingalls,  Spring  Park  Avenue. 
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Mrs.  James  A.  Low,  Forest  Hill  Street. 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Prince  Street. 

Mrs.  Walter  Moulton,  Green  Street. 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker,  Washington  Street. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill  Street. 

Mrs.  Henry  R.  Stedman,  Bourne  Street. 

Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Thaxter,  Sigourney  Street. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Weld,  Forest  Hill  Street. 

Miss  K.  R.  Wendell,  Greenough  Avenue. 

ASSOCIATE  VISITORS. 

Rev.  William  Bradley,  Chestnut  Avenue. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Broughton,  Gordon  Street. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Clark,  Centre  Street. 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Cumings,  Greenough  Avenue. 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  Roanoke  Avenue. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Ernst,  Greenough  Avenue. 

Dr.  George  Faulkner,  Greenough  Avenue. 

Mr.  George  W.  Fowle,  Chestnut  Square. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry,  Everett  Street. 

Mr.  Patrick  McMorrow,  South  Street. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Perry,  Gordon  Street. 

Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman,  Parley  Vale. 


District  No.  1. 
“  “  2. 

“  “  3. 

“  “  4. 

“  “  5. 

“  “  6. 

(<  it  7 

“  “  8. 

“  “  9. 

“  “  10. 

“  “  11. 

“  “  12. 

“  “  13. 


SOLICITORS. 

Miss  Charlotte  Bowditcli,  Pond  Street. 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Prince  Street. 

Mrs.  Henry  Forster,  Eliot  Street. 

Miss  Beaumont,  Alveston  Street. 

Miss  Daisy  Starbuck,  Centre  Street. 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Ogilby,  Rockview  Street. 
Mrs.  H.  R.  W.  Browne,  South  Street. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill  Street. 

Miss  Helen  C.  Weld,  Forest  Hill  Street. 

Miss  Frances  K.  Harris,  Greenwood  Avenue. 
Miss  Edith  Hodgman,  Warren  Square. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Weld,  Forest  Hill  Street. 

Miss  Quincy  Winslow,  Perkins  Street. 
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District  No.  14.  Miss  Caroline  Williams,  Warren  Square. 
“  “  15.  Miss  L.  D.  W.  Pingree,  Revere  Street. 

“  “  16.  Mrs.  Walter  Moulton,  Green  Street. 

“  “  17.  Miss  Emily  G.  Balcli,  South  Street. 

“  “  18.  Miss  Fannie  E.  Hill,  St.  John  Street. 

“  “  19.  Mrs.  S.  G.  Thaxter,  Sigourney  Street. 

“  “  20.  Mrs.  Ellis  Peterson,  Chestnut  Avenue. 

“  “  21.  Miss  Nellie  D.  Low,  Forest  Hill  Street. 

“  “  22.  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Keyes,  Everett  Street. 

“  “  23.  Miss  Anna  J.  Bradley,  Chestnut  Avenue. 


